
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3066 April 29, 2010 
b 1945 

This is a solution that we can solve. 
It’s not a solution that should involve 
posturing from the left or the right. 
It’s one that the American people and 
the people of Arizona, very rightfully 
so, have demanded action on with a 
shot across our bow. 

I hope the people of Arizona don’t 
suffer too much under this law because 
I understand and sympathize with their 
goals. I hope it’s overturned soon. Cer-
tainly, if it’s allowed to continue, it 
will hurt their economy, they will lose 
jobs, Arizonans will lose work, and 
Americans will be forced into deten-
tion at taxpayer expense. I hope that 
that doesn’t happen. I hope this law is 
overturned before that happens. But 
the shot across the bow has been re-
ceived, and I hope that it provides the 
urgent impetus for those of us here in 
Congress to move forward now on com-
prehensive immigration reform. 

I yield to my friend from Minnesota 
(Mr. ELLISON). 

Mr. ELLISON. Let me thank the gen-
tleman from Colorado for really raising 
these issues. 

The fact is, I do just want to say that 
the Progressive Caucus has some essen-
tial principles that we believe are es-
sential to have in any immigration 
bill. We know that a version was 
dropped in the Senate; there was an-
other dropped in the House earlier. 

What we say is we think that we’ve 
got to keep families together. We have 
to create a path to earn citizenship. 
This isn’t handing out citizenship to 
anybody. People have to take care of 
the business that the gentleman from 
Colorado already mentioned—paying 
all taxes, going through courses in 
English and citizenship, making sure 
that they do everything that they have 
to do, but at least they’re allowed to be 
on a path that will lead them to citi-
zenship and that there would be em-
ployment verification. 

But there are other important values 
that I think we should talk about as 
well. The fact is that one of those val-
ues is respect, another value is identi-
fying the fact that young people study-
ing hard every single day, graduating 
from an American high school, brought 
to this country by their parents, in my 
view, should be able to go to a college 
in their State and pay in-state tuition. 
So that’s another value I think is very 
important. It enhances education, val-
ues and achievement, and it indicates 
that young people who have lived their 
lives here and grown up here and who 
came here through no fault or through 
no choice of their own can have a fu-
ture. 

The fact is that there are some basic 
principles that I think we should pur-
sue. The thing that does concern me, 
though, is that sometimes we hear peo-
ple, Madam Speaker, say things like, 
well, you know, this bill is dead on ar-
rival, or that bill is not going to go 
anywhere; they just declare bills to be 
not in motion sometimes. 

But I believe, Madam Speaker, that 
whether comprehensive immigration 

reform moves or not is up to the people 
of America if they demand that it 
move. The same way that health care 
reform moved because people wouldn’t 
let it die, immigration reform can 
move because the people are demand-
ing it. The same way financial reform 
is moving, immigration can move be-
cause if people say we’ve got to have 
this, we need it, no more of our fellow 
neighbors living in the shadows, we 
need to have a legitimate path towards 
citizenship—it’s not amnesty—that 
does involve real accountability, but at 
the same time allows people to come 
out of the shadows and have some sta-
tus that they can have so that they can 
do what they need to do for themselves 
and their families. The fact is that this 
is the decent thing to do, it’s the right 
thing to do. 

By the way, I will point out, Madam 
Speaker, that there is a growing and 
strengthening coalition for immigra-
tion reform. In my own State of Min-
nesota, we used to have immigrant 
groups, people who are directly af-
fected by immigration policy from new 
American groups, whether they’re 
Latino or east African or Southeast 
Asian, or whatever community, a lot of 
times they would be at the forefront of 
this question of immigration reform. 

But then we began to see labor come 
into the conversation. Labor does not 
want an exploitable, abusable group of 
people who are in the shadows that can 
undercut their wage rate. They want 
everybody aboveboard and walking 
through the front door to have a status 
so that they can organize them so that 
they can have some stability. Even the 
chamber of commerce in my city has 
said, look, we’re for comprehensive im-
migration reform as well. I’m not 
speaking for the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, but I can tell you that there are 
many local chambers of commerce 
around this country who know that im-
migration reform is the right policy. 

So the fact is we have a growing coa-
lition; we have a coalition that’s com-
ing together, that’s deepening and 
coming together to demand this. So I 
guess my message, Madam Speaker, is 
to say, never say that we can’t get 
comprehensive immigration in 2010; it 
can happen with a strong will and with 
a committed champion, and with peo-
ple who demand it of their leaders who 
are charged with the responsibility of 
representing them in Congress. 

I yield back to the gentleman. 
Mr. POLIS. The people of this coun-

try are tired of this problem being used 
for political purposes from the left and 
the right. The American people just 
want to see this issue solved. The 
American people are smart; they recog-
nize that the longer we delay taking 
action the bigger the problem gets. 

Our immigration laws should reflect 
our interests as Americans and our val-
ues as Americans; but we need to treat 
this as something to solve, not an op-
portunity for politicians to score 
points on the left or points on the right 
by preying on our legitimate or illegit-

imate concerns or prejudices. Yes, we 
truly are a Nation of laws, but we are 
also a Nation of immigrants. We need 
to make sure that immigrants obey our 
laws, learn English, and pay their 
taxes; and then we welcome them as 
our American brothers and sisters. 

It’s amazing to see some of the non-
conventional alliances, some of the 
groups that have been pushing for im-
migration reform. Among the strongest 
has been the faith-based community. 
Now, while I have many people who 
have supported me in the past who are 
of the Catholic faith, the archbishop, 
Archbishop Chaput in Denver, is some-
body who I don’t agree with on a lot of 
social issues; he and I disagree on 
many issues, such as a woman’s right 
to choose, but on this issue, he and I 
joined together in an event in Denver 
in support of immigration reform that 
1,500 people, on a Sunday after mass, 
packed into a church in strong, uni-
versal support for comprehensive im-
migration reform across the faith- 
based community. From the 
evangelicals to the Catholics to the 
Jews to the Muslims to the humanists 
and the atheists, there is strong sup-
port for comprehensive immigration 
reform. 

There is also support—and this is 
very unusual in the context of poli-
tics—from both the organized labor 
community and unions and businesses 
in the chamber of commerce. Among 
the strongest advocates for immigra-
tion reform have been high-tech busi-
nesses, chambers of commerce, arm 
and arm with their workers, their 
unions. It’s very rare to see that hap-
pen here in Congress. And yet, why 
hasn’t Congress achieved anything? It 
seems like politicians on both sides of 
the aisle have preferred to keep this 
issue out there. Is it to rally their 
base? Is it to talk about the undocu-
mented, about why they need more 
time to do something? And yet both 
sides have refused to take action. And 
it will take both sides working to-
gether to solve this issue with an 
American solution. 

Obey our laws, learn English, pay 
taxes, and welcome to America—that 
has always been our message. And it 
needs to continue to be the underlying 
values with which we construct an im-
migration system that works, restores 
the rule of law to our Nation, and is an 
opportunity for us in Congress to rise 
to the challenge that the people of Ari-
zona have put before us, that frustrated 
voters in cities and States across the 
country have put to us. And if Congress 
doesn’t act to pass comprehensive im-
migration reform and solve this issue, I 
believe that the American people will 
elect a Congress that will. 

I will yield to my friend from Min-
nesota (Mr. ELLISON). 

Mr. ELLISON. I just want to go back 
to an important point that the gen-
tleman from Colorado made just a mo-
ment ago. Congressman POLIS, Madam 
Speaker, made the point that people 
are in detention for months and 
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